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Press release

Lundi 29 septembre 2014, le programme Life tourbières du Jura a été lancé officiellement à Frasne (25). 
Mis en œuvre par six structures, il mobilise d’importants moyens afin de conduire l’un des plus 
ambitieux projets de restauration de tourbières en Europe sur six ans. 

Natural environments with multiple functions but deteriorated
It is estimated that half of the french peatlands have been destroyed over the last 50 
years. These wetlands with multiple functions provide many services to the territory: 
regulation and water filtration, biodiversity reservoirs, remarkable landscapes, scienti-
fic archives on the history of Man and climates, etc.
Franche-Comté, one of the richest French regions in peatlands has a vital role to play 
in maintaining these rare and endangered environments.

Committed stakeholders
A number of structures partnered up to create an ambitious six years rehabilitation 
program for the Jura Mountains’ peatlands. Thus, the Conservatoire d’espaces natu-
rels de Franche-Comté, the Syndicat Mixte des Milieux Aquatiques du Haut-Doubs, the 
Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura, the Association des amis de la réserve naturelle du 
lac de Remoray, the Syndicat Mixte d’aménagement du Dessoubre et de valorisation du 
bassin versant and the DREAL Franche-Comté have worked together to file a LIFE project. 
An € 8 million budget has been allocated to this program, 50% of which is financed by the 
European Union and the other half by the water agency Rhône Méditerranée
Corsica, the Franche-Comté Regional Council, Departments of Doubs and Jura and beneficiaries.

Expected outcomes
Concretely, major work will be conducted to improve the long-term functioning of 60 peatlands over 600 ha, one quarter of the Franche-
Comté Jura peatlands. Thus, 16 km of drains will be neutralized, 12 km of streams will be rehabilitated, 7 ha of formerly peat extraction areas 
will be regenerated and 51 hectares of softwood put down, etc.

Peatlands in the spotlight
Otherwise, so that this program can create momentum that will spread to more sites that those concerned, a communication and awareness 
component will also be implemented (peatlands festival, educational film, animation, website development, etc.).

The most important Life nature of France
The Jura peatlands Life program is the largest Life Nature program funded in France since the inception of the European financial instrument. 
It will cover 40 municipalities.

               Stay informed through : www.life-tourbieres-jura.fr

Besançon, lundi 29 septembre 2014

Peatlands of the Jura mountains 
will benefit from an ambitious restoration program

Bénéficiaire coordinateur Bénéficiaires associés

Avec le soutien financier de 

Press contact : 
Elvina Bunod • Conservatoire d’espaces 
naturels de Franche-Comté • 03 81 53 91 44 
elvina.bunod@cen-franchecomte.org
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The program in figures

60 bogs concerned on 16 Natura 2000 sites

600 hectares rehabilitated

The functioning of 1/4 Franche-Comté Jura peatlands improved

6 beneficiaries and  25 employees involved

40 municipalities concerned

6 years of implementation

WORK
• 16 000 m of drains neutralized

• 12 000 m of streams restored

• 7 ha of peat extraction areas rehabilitated

• 58 ha of areas reopened and removal or modification 

of infrastructures
   
LE BUDGET
Un budget de 8 millions d’euros

• 50 % par l’Union européenne au titre du Programme LIFE+

• 36 % par l’Agence de l’eau Rhône Méditerrannée Corse

• 4,47 % par le Conseil régional de Franche-Comté

• 1,3 % par le Conseil général du Doubs

• 0,9 % par le Conseil général du Jura

• 7,34 % de participation des bénéficiaires associés du programme
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Name : LIFE TOURBIÈRES DU JURA

Duration : 6 ans 

(from June 2014 to November 2020)

Overall budget : 8 051 163 €

Location : Jura Mountains of Franche-Comté

Coordinating-beneficiary : 

Conservatoire d’espaces naturels de Franche-Comté

Associated-beneficiaries : Syndicat mixte des milieux aquatiques 

du Haut-Doubs, Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura, Association 

des amis de la Réserve naturelle du lac de Remoray, Syndicat mixte 

d’aménagement du Dessoubre et de valorisation du bassin versant 

et DREAL Franche-Comté

Financial partners : Union européenne, Agence de l’eau 

Rhône Méditerranée Corse, Conseil régional de Franche-Comté, 

Départements du Doubs et du Jura.



Why preserve 
the Jura mountains peatlands ?

More than 400 bogs are present in the Jura, covering an area of 4000 hectares. The combination of a mountain climate, a hilly land, presence 
of marl and glacial deposits is the origin of this abundance.
The Jura mountains is one of the richest area of peatlands in Western Europe. Degraded and endangered habitats…

Degraded and endangered habitats
Even though it took 8000 years for these peatlands to form, human’s activities, especially 
since the 18th century, have wrecked this “natural monuments” network which, at the time, 
were considered unproductive, unhealthy and dangerous. To enhance their economic value, 
we tried to dry them. Degradations were:
• Artisanal but systematic extraction of the peat for fuel use from the 18th to the early 20th 
century;
• Draining and channelling of streams
• Infilling, planting, fertilization, creations of water bodies, waste dumps, etc.
These were compounded by the effects of climate change and atmospheric pollution in the 
past few years.
Some of these past actions still heavily impact peatlands today: drying, mineralization peat, 
fallow land and closed environment, biodiversity loss, etc.  

To give back their historic, ecological and economic roles to the bogs
Franche-Comté has an important role to play at a European level regarding the maintenance of these 
rare and endangered environments. The environmental engineering work carried out in the course of 
this program will ensure the long term restoration of the targeted bogs.
•Much of this work aims to raise the level of the water table to obtain a water saturation allowing peat-
lands to regenerate.
• These habitats will hence be able to fully fulfil their various functions:
• They contribute to water regulation playing a role of sponge, storing water during floods and restoring it during low water periods.
• They play a role in water filtration and purification, making them natural sources of drinking water that must be preversed.
• They constitute a carbon stock that the release into the atmosphere must be avoid
• They host rare and endangered fauna and flora
• They form highly valued landscapes
• They represent scientific archives on man and climate history through the sediments and pollen trapped in peat strata.
     

It is estimated that 
about 50% of peatlands 
in France have been 
destroyed over the last 50 
years.
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Why a life program ? 

Given the number of affected bogs and the extent of the proposed works on the whole massif, conventional funds are ill-suited. The Financial 
Instrument for the Environment (LIFE) is perfectly suited for this type of program through the annual calls for projects LIFE + Nature.

A multi-partnership program
A number of structures partnered up to create an ambitious six year rehabilitation program for the Jura Mountains peatland. Thus, the Conser-
vatoire d’espaces naturels de Franche-Comté, the Syndicat Mixte des Milieux Aquatiques du Haut-Doubs, the Parc naturel régional du Haut-
Jura, the Association des amis de la réserve naturelle du lac de Remoray, the Syndicat Mixte d’aménagement du Dessoubre et de valorisation 
du bassin versant and the DREAL Franche-Comté have worked together to file a LIFE project.
This makes it possible to mobilize large European funding, supplemented by the Water Agency Rhône Méditerranée Corsica, the Franche-
Comté Regional Council, Departments of Doubs and Jura and beneficiaries.

What is a LIFE program ?
LIFE+ (the EU’s funding instrument for the environment) aims at co-financing environmental protection programs in the European Union.
Activities under the Nature strand target Natura 2000 network sites and the protection of species and habitats covered under the “Birds” and/
or “habitats” Directive.

What is the Natura 2000 network ?
This European network brings together natural sites designated to assure the long-term survival of Europe’s most valuable and threatened 
species and habitats.
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The program actions

5.

The Jura peatlands Life program aims for very concrete results : 

> 16 000 m of drains neutralized, affecting about 350 ha
Much of peatlands in the Jura massif was drained. To help restore the hydrological functioning of the site, 
one of the techniques used will be to combine the installation of dams and clogging drains with peat.

> 12 000 m of streams restored
The channeling of rivers has the effect of lowering the water table level of the adjoining peatland, disrup-
ting their functioning. The work will be to revive the old meandering stream or to create new ones.

> 7 ha of extraction areas rehabilitated
The Jura bogs have suffered from peat extraction. Wherever possible, it is necessary to intervene to limit the 
drainage induced by the pits and to recreate the conditions for the installation of peat-producing vegetation. 
Totally filling the extraction pits being unthinkable, one solution is to retain water in 
the extraction pits by creating dams.

> As part of other work
 - 58 ha of areas reopened
The appearance of trees and shrubs in peatlands often follows a hydrological mal-
function due to past human interventions. Thus, logging work, land clearing, grin-
ding and cutting will be done to complete the hydrological restoration.
 - Deleting or Changing infrastructure impacting
Various arrangements (asphalt platform, forest road ...) installed in the sites will be 
edited or deleted to complete the rehabilitation of certain sites.

Local ownership and valuation

Awareness raising activities will be held over the six years of implementation in order 
to engage the population in peatlands conservation : film, festivals, development 
of trails, information boards, educational tools , training of nature and mountain 
guides...

Various tools (final conference, best-practice book ...) will be created to extend the 
results of the program in order to promote its replication on other sites at a regional, national 
and european level.

Preparatory actions
Several actions will be conducted prior to the 
implementation of the rehabilitation work.
For an effective and lasting restoration, it is necessary 
to have a good knowledge of the context and of the 
causes of malfunction of the sites. Regarding this 
matter, high-performance tools will be used as lidar 
that allows to know the precise topography of a site’s 
surface.
Besides, discussions about land use should be 
conducted in some sectors (land purchase, agreement 
with the owner, leases, etc.). The owner’s agreement of 
each plot concerned must indeed be obtained before 
any work.



Jura

Doubs

Besançon

Lons-le-Saunier

    
Lac et tourbières de Malpas, 
les prés Partot et le bief Belin 

Vallées du Dessoubre,
de la Reverotte 
et du Doubs

Grandvaux

Combe du Nanchez

Plateau du Lizon

Tourbières et lac des Mortes, 
Chapelle-des-Bois

Vallée de l'Orbe

La Combe du Lac

Vallées de la Bienne, 
du Tacon et du Flumen

Tourbières et ruisseaux 
de Mouthe, source du Doubs

Complexe de la Cluse-et-Mijoux 

Tourbière des 
Cerneux-Gourinots 
et zones humides 
environnantes

Vallons de la Drésine 
et de la Bonavette

Entrecôtes du Milieu

  Vallée du Lison *

Bassin du Drugeon

60 peatlands to restore
on 16 natura 2000 sites

Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura

Work on 8 sites – 171 hectares affected

Conservatoire d’espaces naturels 
de Franche-Comté

Work on 5 sites – 22 hectares affected

Association des amis 
de la Réserve naturelle du lac de Remoray

Work on 1 site – 11 hectares affected

Syndicat mixte des milieux aquatiques 
du Haut-Doubs

Work on 3 sites – 257 hectares affected

Syndicat mixte d’aménagement du Dessoubre
et de valorisation du bassin versant

Work on 2 sites – 42 hectares affected

DREAL Franche-Comté : 
Work on preparatory work

Key stakeholders

The sites covered 
by the program

6.

Franche-
comté

Sites Natura 2000

legends

Key stakeholders

* Site merged with the site
Natura 2000 «Vallée de la loue»



Vallées et côtes de la Bienne, du Tacon et du Flumen
Surface : 17 569 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Les Molunes, Les Moussières, Saint-Claude, La Pesse, Bellecombe, La 
Rixouse
Host structure : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura 

The site is organized around three main rivers: the Biel (tributary of the Ain), its tributary, the Tacon 
and finally Flumen, tributary of the Tacon. The receipt of the valleys, the opposition of more or less 
steep slopes, the contrast between the high and the low valley, the nature of limestone, the presence 
of ancient glacial valleys and plateaus cause a wide variety of natural environments: cliffs, forests, mea-
dows and grasslands, peatlands and ponds, rivers. Many high heritage value bogs are present on the 
site, in two large groups globally: the Hautes-Combes sector (municipalities of Molunes, Les Moussières, 
La Pesse ...), and the area of the High Bienne Valley (St. Claude heights, La Rixouse, Chateau-des-Prés...).

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Acquisition (2.1 ha)
 - Neutralization of drains (1,000 linear meters)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (7.3 ha)
 - Reopening work (17.7 ha)

Combe du Lac
Surface : 142 ha
Town concerned by the work : Lamoura
Host structure : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura 

Located east of Lamoura at the foot of the Massacre’s Forest, the “Combe du Lac” 
extends in a northeast southwest depression which is a dozen kilometers long. The 
Lamoura Lake, the highest in the Jura (1156 meters), is powered by the Bief Froid that 
crosses the valley in almost its entire length. At both ends of the lake, chasms serve 
as outlets for surface water that gets lose and then re-emerging in Flumen Valley 
upstream of Saint-Claude. The bottom of this relatively narrow syncline is occupied by 
eight bogs separated by wet meadows.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Neutralization of drains (40 linear meters)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (0.1 ha)
 - Construction and eco-interpretation of the nature on “Combe du Lac” peatland

Plateau du Lizon
Surface : 1 826 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Cuttura, Ravilloles, Saint-Lupicin
Host structure : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura 

The valley of Saint-Lupicin, also called valley of Lizon, is marked by a very good water 
quality and hosts a large population of white-clawed crayfish having justified the inte-
gration of this Natura 2000 site in the “Ruisseaux de têtes de bassins et faune patri-
moniale associée” Life program (LIFE04 NAT/FR/000082). The wetlands of this site is 
the southern end of a bog network that extends, thanks to the valleys, between the 
Plateau Lizon in the south and the Drugeon and Doubs Valleys in the north. The peat-
lands sets covered by this project are the “Grand Essart” bog and “La Montagne” bog.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Neutralization of drains (1,000 linear meters)
 - Reopening work (4.3 ha)

Combe du Nanchez
Surface : 432 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Les Piards, Prénovel
Structure animatrice : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura 

Located in a narrow marl valley and stretching at the foot of the steep slopes of “Crêt 



des Bois”, this site presents three small peatlands of which two occupy the center of a depression, some ditches demonstrating their past 
exploitation. The “Bief du Nanchez” encircle the third peatland (Prénovel de Bise) before leaving the valley by a gorge and disappear into a 
dolina. These three bogs are ecologically part of the peatland framework of Grandvaux, in the Natura 2000 site of the same name. The Bief 
de Nanchez flows in flood marshy parts (tall-herb, phragmitaies ...) housing favorable territories for several amphibian species that add to the 
biological quality of the site.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Restoration of rivers (3,600 linear meters)

Vallée de l’Orbe
Surface : 503 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Les Rousses, Bois d’Amont
Host structure : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura 

The Orbe’s Valley spreads between the anticline of Noirmont east and Risoux west. Wa-
terproof val has created one of the largest wetland complexes in Franche-Comté Jura, 
which continues in the Vallée de Joux, the Swiss side. The south of the site is occupied 
by the lake of Les Rousses (100 ha), one of the highest of the Jura, whose shores are 
occupied by peat bogs or marshes of great ecological wealth. In the Franche-Comté 
Jura context, the peatlands set constitutes the northern extension of a complex that 
includes the Hautes Combes and the Combe du Lac.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Neutralization of drains (2000 linear meters)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (9.2 ha)

Grandvaux
Surface : 2 120 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Chaux-des-Prés, Grande-Rivière, Saint Laurent-en-
Grandvaux, Grande-Rivière
Host structure : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura 

In continuation of the Jura’s second plateau, the Grandvaux, vast expanse depressed 
and marked by erosion and ice accumulations, includes a remarkable set of wetlands 
(lakes, bogs and wet meadows) juxtaposing lawns and mountain meadows. Repre-
senting 15% of the site, the ten wetlands, in addition to their intrinsic ecological value, 
constitute an essential link in the Jura Mountains framework, between the “plateau du 
Lizon” and the western edges of the Valley of Bienne south, the “Entrecôtes” and the 
Doubs and Drugeon valleys north.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Neutralization of drains (900 linear meters)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (2 ha)
 - Reopening works (1.4 ha)

Tourbières et lacs de Chapelle-des-Bois et de Bellefontaine les Mortes
Surface : 320 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Bellefontaine, Chapelle-des-Bois
Host structure : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura 

The site is located in the bottom of the valley of Bellefontaine, the impermeable subs-
trate allows the presence of two lakes (The Mortes and Bellefontaine Lakes) and the 
establishment of a wide variety of wetlands representing 54% of the site: wet mea-
dow, megaphorbia, peat rafts, fens and bogs, wooded or not. The site contains raised-
bogs among those in best conservation status in Franche-Comté.



ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Neutralization of drains (500 ml)
 - Removal of infrastructure: moving a pipe with an elongation from 450 to 1200m of the linear to bypass the peatland

Entrecôtes du Milieu
Surface : 1 992 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Foncine-le-Haut
Host structure : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura 

The site is part of the Haute-Joux forest and is characterized by a relatively heteroge-
neous relief inducing an important mosaic of environments: hills and plateau forests, 
cliffs, scree, lawns, meadows, wetlands, streams, etc. Its geomorphology is remar-
kable, especially by the presence of the “Combe de l’Entrecôte”, typical of the Jura 
mountains.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Neutralization of drains (450 ml)
 - Restoration of rivers (400 ml)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (1.2 ha)
 - Reducing the drain effect of forest road 50 ml
 - Construction and Eco-interpretation of the nature : Creating a belvedere

Tourbières et ruisseaux de Mouthe, source du Doubs
Surface : 124 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Mouthe
Host structure : Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura

The valley in which the site is registered extends from Métabief to Foncine-le-Bas. Impervious subs-
trates that form the bottom of the valley have allowed the creation of wetlands that compose it. Over 
the site run the “Cébriot” and “Cul du Bief” streams and the Doubs which takes its source at an altitude 
of 937 m.  The different bogs observed in Mouthe are typical Jura bogs.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Regeneration of mining areas (1.8 ha)
 - Reopening of work (1.2 ha)

Vallons de la Drésine et de la Bonavette
Surface : 790 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Labergement-sainte-Marie, Remoray Bougeons, 
Saint-Point-Lac
Host structure : Association les Amis de la Réserve Naturelle du Lac de Remoray

Located at 850 meters of altitude and with an area of 95 ha, the Remoray lake occupies 
the bottom of a glacial basin. It is surrounded by modern alluvium (silt) that usually 
support peatlands. The site includes Remoray lake, marshy wet meadows, two peat-
lands and the southeast border of the “Grand-Côte” forest. A wide variety of habitats 
revolving around nearly 30 plant communities is thus observed.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Acquisition (2.4 ha)
 - Neutralization of drains (400 m)
 - Restoration of rivers (1,200 linear meters)
 - Prohibition of grazing (350 linear meters)
 - Reopening works (5.4 ha)
 - Construction and Eco-interpretation of the nature of the Remoray peatland



Lac et tourbières de Malpas, les près Partot et le bief Belin
Surface : 154 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Malpas, La Planée, Vaux-et-Chantegrue
Host structure : Syndicat mixte des milieux aquatiques du Haut-Doubs

Located west of Saint-Point Lake, the site is bordered on the west by Laveron Moun-
tain and cluttered by glacial and glaciofluvial deposits that allowed the installation 
of wetlands (Lake of Malpas, peatlands ...). The hydrographic surface network goes to 
the northeast by the “Bief de Malpas” and to the south-west by “Bief Belin”, which feeds 
the Natura 2000 site of the Drugeon basin. Malpas peatland is a fine example of acidic 
peatland genesis (raised bog) from an alkaline fens and a floating raft that colonizes 
the water body.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Neutralization of drains (500 linear meters)
 - Restoration of rivers (320 linear meters)
 - Reopening works (1.5 ha)

Complexe de la Cluse et Mijoux
Surface : 819 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Cluse-et-Mijoux
Host structure : Syndicat mixte des milieux aquatiques du Haut-Doubs

The «Cluse et Mijoux complex « Natura 2000 site includes several interesting natural environments 
related to local geomorphology: the Doubs valley presents peatlands and wet meadows observed on 
both sides of the Joux Castle while cliffs and surrounding slopes are colonized by characteristics plant 
communities (forests and lawns). The site also integrates the downstream part of the Saint-Point lake, 
including its lakeside vegetation belt interesting both for flora and fauna.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Neutralization of drains (1000 linear meters)

Bassin du Drugeon
Surface : 6 704 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Bannans, Bouverans, Vaux-et-Chantegrue,
Bonnevaux, La Rivière-Drugeon, Frasne, Chaffois, Les Granges-Narboz, Houtaud, Mi-
gnovillard, Bief-du-Fourg, Sainte-Colombe
Host structure : Syndicat mixte des milieux aquatiques du Haut-Doubs

The Drugeon Valley occupies a large basin that leads to the city of Pontarlier. The Dru-
geon occupies the talweg on 32 km from its source in the marshes of Malpas and 
Vaux-en-Chantegrue at its confluence with the Doubs north of Pontarlier. This site is 
an ecological unit of exceptional value whose habitats juxtaposed in mosaic com-
plement one another, from the dry lawn, the alkaline marsh to the bog. The wetland 
habitats represent over 2600 hectares (around 1000 ha of peatlands). The Drugeon basin lists no fewer than 38 geographic peat bodies ran-
ging in size from 2 to 200 ha.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Acquisition (5.9 ha)
 - Compensation forestry (13.8 ha)
 - Neutralization of drains (6,000 linear meters)
 - Restoration of rivers (6,500 linear meters)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (1.4 ha)
 - Prohibition of grazing (350 linear meters)
 - Reopening works (17 ha)
 - Construction and Eco-interpretation of the nature on the active bog of Frasne



Vallée du Lison
Surface : 4 001 ha
Ce site a fusionné en 2011 avec le site Natura 2000 de la Vallée de la Loue pour former le 
site Natura 2000 «Vallées de la Loue et du Lison» d’une superficie totale de 22 996 ha.
Towns concerned by the work : Villeneuve-d’Amont
Host structure : Syndicat mixte de la Loue (Partenariat entre le Syndicat mixte de la 
Loue et le Conservatoire d’espaces naturels de Franche-Comté pour la mise en œuvre 
du programme sur ce site).

Lison Valley belongs to the so-called natural region of the first Jura plateau, at the 
juncture of the hill and the mountain stages. The site includes all of the Lison Valley, 
for its resurgence upstream in Nans-sous-Sainte-Anne to its confluence with the Loue, 
and all its tributaries. The site of the Lison Valley is exceptional in the mosaic and the variety of ecosystems it houses, particularly regarding 
its diversity in forest habitats. “Villeneuve d’Amont” peatland has the distinction of being the lowest elevation peatland in the Jura Mountains 
and the only bog present on the Loue-Lison territory.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Compensation forestry (5.4 ha)
 - Neutralization of drains (300 ml)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (1.4 ha)
 - Reopening works (5.4 ha)

Tourbière des Cerneux-Gourinots et zones humides environnantes, les Seignes des Guinots, 
le Verbois
Surface : 391 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Les Ecorces, Fournet-Blancheroche, Frambouhans, 
Le Russey, Bonnétage
Host structure : Syndicat Mixte d’Aménagement du Dessoubre et de Valorisation du 
Bassin Versant.

The site is located on the second Jura plateau north. This network of wetlands located 
in the Russey basin is an important water reservoir, whose role is preponderant in 
the hydrological functioning of rivers and their surrounding watersheds. Peatlands 
concentrate most of the site’s habitats and species of community interest and pres-
ents a significant issue in terms of heritage species.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Acquisition (15.3 ha)
 - Compensation forestry (0.6 ha)
 - Neutralization of drains (1,200 linear meters)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (1.4 ha)
 - Prohibition of grazing (250 linear meters)
 - Reopening works (1.1 ha)

Vallées du Dessoubre, de la Réverotte et du Doubs
Surface : 16 271 ha
Towns concerned by the work : Saint-Julien-les-Russey, Landresse, Vennes
Host structure : Syndicat Mixte d’Aménagement du Dessoubre et de Valo-
risation du Bassin Versant.

The site covers the first and second plates on the north of the Jura moun-
tains. The diversity of the types of environment (rivers, cliffs and scree cavi-
ties, lawns, meadows, wetlands and diverse forests) but also altitude condi-
tions, exposure, humidity... give it a remarkable wealth.

ACTIONS ENVISAGED :
 - Acquisition (10 ha)
 - Compensation forestry (5.6 ha)
 - Neutralization of drains (800 linear meters)
 - Regeneration of extraction areas (0.1 ha)
 - Reopening work (2.7 ha)



The stakeholders
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Coordinator beneficiaries
Conservatoire d’espaces naturels de Franche-Comté
The CEN Franche-Comté, member of the Federation of conservatories of natural areas, has been 
implementing a preservation of regional biodiversity policy for over twenty years. Spreading 
over a 65 sites’ network (including 29 peatlands) and representing 1647 ha throughout the re-
gion, actions are focused on inherent missions of the Conservatory of natural areas:
- To know the natural heritage of Franche-Comté
- To protect natural areas to preserve species
- To manage to maintain the biodiversity
- To value to educate and involve
Engaging in territorial coordination, the CEN also supports public policies for biodiversity.
The association is based on the work of 19 employees with specialized skills (fauna, plant sociology, flora, database-GIS network-manage-
ment, agronomic, land management, communication, editing multi-partner projects, etc.).

These skills are supported by a board of directors composed of three colleges (individual members, associate members, local authorities) and 
validated by a multidisciplinary scientific council.

With its participation to the  Regional Programme of action for peatlands (PRAT) resulting from the LIFE program «Peatlands of France» ( 1995-
1999), the CEN has developed many skills in the peatlands management.

It is within the regional action plan for peatlands’ framework that the CEN has chosen to coordinate the Jura peatlands Life program.

www.cen-franchecomte.org

Bénéficiaires associés
Syndicat mixte des milieux aquatiques du Haut-Doubs
The Syndicat Mixte des Milieux Aquatiques du Haut-Doubs is a public cooperation institution, established on 27 
February 2013, which has the following competences:
- The study, protection, management and rehabilitation of wetlands (including animation and implementation 
of the Natura 2000 sites of its territory);
- Rehabilitation, sustainable protection of streams, and management of public transferred waterways;
- The management actions of the “Espaces Naturels Sensibles” sites related to streams and wetlands.

The public body covers the territory of the communities of communes Frasne Drugeon, Larmont, Montbenoît and Mont d’Or deux Lacs. It was 
created to implement the actions of the Development and Management of Haut-Doubs Waters Scheme, in a spirit of water and watersheds 
cooperative management.
This structure is based on the experience and skills transferred to it from the community of communes Frasne Drugeon that have imple-
mented internationally noticed restoration programs:
- Life Program 1993-1997 restoration of the Drugeon basin;
- Remeandring Program of the Drugeon and tributaries (30 km) 1997-2001;
- «Drugeon Basin» Natura 2000 site designation in 1999;
- International wetlands Ramsar site designation in 2003;
- Management of the regional nature reserve of Frasne-Bouverans peatlands since 2003;
- Grand Prix Natura 2000 of the Ministry of Ecology in 2012 for peatland restoration.
-
A technical team of 3 persons specialized in the restoration of rivers, peatlands and ongoing management of wetlands is made available to 
the syndicat mixte. Its action is immediately operational and recognized locally through land ownership of 1100 ha of wetlands and peatlands.

http://drugeon-cluse-malpas.n2000.fr/le-site/les-sites-du-smmahd



Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura
The Haut-Jura Regional Nature Park was born in 1986. Marked by a mountain climate, the area is characterized by low 
human presence on the highland areas, not intensive but evolving modes of agricultural and forestry management 
(75% of the land is forest), a fine interweaving of dry open spaces, wetlands, aquatic habitats and forest, giving it a 
multitude of natural environments and remarkable biodiversity.
The PNR du Haut-Jura has just approved its third charter (2011-2022), which focuses its main missions around three 
vocations:
- «A living area, built and animated together.» This is to carry on with territorial coordination, structuring actors, to 
further develop educational missions, to be closer to people by involving them more and to finally invest new topics 
such as culture.
- «A territory accountable for its environment.» This vocation is the heart of the environmental policy of the Park with, as work lead, the 
knowledge and preservation of ecosystems and species (patrimonial and common) in connection with the economic actors, the locals’ autho-
rities, the public administrations, the population. Willingness to adapt to future changes (climate, energy), smart choices will locally permit to 
mitigate and participate in the global effort (local wood industry respectful of the environment, well thought-out urbanism, working around 
transport)
- «A territory that gives meaning to its economy.» While supporting the economy (forestry, agriculture, industry) and seeking to (re) galvanize 
the territory, the Park seeks to give it a value through its environmental performance.

122 municipalities spread over two regions and 3 departments adhere to PNR Haut-Jura. The structure is the host of 22 Natura 2000 sites 
within its territory, of which 10 are included in this program.

www.parc-haut-jura.fr

Association Les Amis de la Réserve Naturelle du Lac de Remoray
Founded in 1984, the Friends of the Natural Reserve of Remoray Lake association (Law 1901), is res-
ponsible for:
- Since 1985, the management and running of the Natural Reserve of Remoray Lake (monitoring, 
tagging, scientific monitoring, maintenance and animation) conducted under the cover of a contract management agreement signed with 
the Ministry of environment;
- Since 1986, the house of the Reserve, animations and naturalistic exhibits structure;
- All actions relevant to the protection and enhancement of the natural heritage.

National Natural Reserve of Remoray Lake was established on 15 April 1980 by ministerial decree. It covers about 400 hectares in the munici-
pal areas of Labergement-Ste-Marie and Remoray-Boujeons (Doubs). It consists of a glacial lake, vast wetlands, an acidic peatland, agricultural 
fields and forest plots.
Each of these habitats houses a specific flora and fauna, the whole natural reserve has an extraordinary ecological wealth. Many species of 
flowers and birds were recorded there.

Natural Reserve managers created in 1986 a major animation structure to popularize scientific knowledge and promote environmental edu-
cation: the House of the Reserve.
The House of the Reserve team offers many activities on  nature and environment themes.

Charged in 2003 of writing the management plan of «Peat, Remoray Lake and surrounding areas” Natura 2000 site, the association then rea-
lized animation from 2004 to 2011. Since 1 January 2012, an association can not be operator of a Natura 2000 site, the Regional Park of Haut-
Jura brings this role but entrust its mission to the association by convention.

www.maisondelareserve.fr/accueil.php

Syndicat mixte d’Aménagement du Dessoubre et de Valorisation du Bassin 
Versant 
The Syndicat Mixte d’aménagement du Dessoubre et de valorisation du basin versant (smix-ADVBV) was established 
in August 2011 by the five communities of communes located on the Dessoubre watershed (Country of Maîche; Pla-
teau Russey; Between Dessoubre and Barbèche; Saint-Hippolyte, Country Pierrefontaine-Vercel) who have decided to combine their skills in a 
support structure to ensure the realization of a «development, development and maintenance program of the Dessoubre and its tributaries.»
The smix-ADVBV also resumed in April 2012, the role of NATURA 2000 operator (run by the Community of communes of Plateau du Russey 
since 2007), for sites « the Dessoubre, Reverotte and Doubs Valleys « and «Peatlands of Cerneux-Gourinots and surrounding wetlands,» whose 
objectives documents have been validated respectively in December 2009 and April 2010.
The competencies of smix-ADVBV include:
- Studies, development works and rehabilitation actions meeting the objectives of the Dessoubre development program,



- Work on the bed, banks and structures of the stream (weirs, fish passes)
- Animation and implementation of actions of the N2000docobs,
- Actions and measures to protect wetlands and aquatic environments,
- Actions and measures to restore natural environments,
- The development and restoration work on the landscapes,
- The implement of studies necessary for the conduct of the objectives,
- The acquisition of land related to the exercise of these missions,
- Educational and awareness raising for water quality and natural environments.

A total of 114 municipalities are involved in the territory of smix-ADVBV, which relies on the skills of a river technician in charge of Dessoubre 
development program; and a project manager responsible of the N2000 sites.

www.ccpaysmaiche.fr/syndicat.php

Direction régional de l’Environnement, de l’Aménagement et du Logement de 
Franche-Comté
Created January 4, 2010, the Environment, Planning and Housing Regional Directorate of Franche-Comté (DREAL) drives 
and participates in the implementation of many missions under the authority of the Prefects and on behalf of two relevant 
ministries (ecology, sustainable development and energy and Equal territories and housing)
- Promotion and development of sustainable land management,
- Protection and management of natural resources and landscapes
- Prevention of natural and technological hazards,
- Animation of housing and energy policies,
- Transport safety and infrastructure optimization.
Involving 220 employees with different profiles, DREAL networks with the four Departmental Directorates of territories and several public ins-
titutions (Water Agency, ONEMA, ONCFS, ADEME, ANAH). The whole team of DREALs seeks to bear the issues identified above, in the European 
regulations context. Within these areas of intervention, the DREAL guarantees the respect and good enforcement of the legislation.
Several missions carried by the “biodiversity, water and landscape” service of the DREAL positively interact with the Life + program:
- Knowledge, protection, recognition and management of natural habitats, fauna and flora,
- Implementation of the Habitat and Birds Directives and, as such, Natura 2000regional leadership 
- Development and implementation of protected areas within the Green and Blue belt network
- Implementation of the Water Framework Directive, application of SDAGE and the measures and control programs against diffuse pollution 
and dangerous substances.

www.franche-comte.developpement-durable.gouv.fr

Les autres partenaires
Syndicat mixte de la Loue
Established in 1986, the original purpose of the Syndicat Mixte de la Loue is to study and work on its territory to improve the quality of the 
Loue stream and its tributaries. The structure’s jurisdiction extends over 3 communities of communes.
Operator of the «Loue and Lison Valleys» Natura 2000 site, the structure is working with the CEN-FC on this LIFE program to allow the imple-
mentation of restoration actions on Villeneuve d’Amont peatland, unique bog in the Natura 2000 site.

Le Pôle-relais Tourbières
Strong of its experience between 1995 and 1999 on the Life Nature program «Peatlands of France», the Federation 
of natural areas Conservatories was selected in 2001 by the Ministry of Regional Development and Environment to 
develop, lead and coordinate a center of expertise on the knowledge, the sustainable management and the evalua-
tion of peatlands and peat swamp on French territory. The Pöle-relais Tourbières was set up in the Franche-Comté 
region because of its rich peatlands and the existence of a Local conservation and sustainable management strategy 
of these environments.
The center’s missions revolve around two axis:
Promote the sustainable management of peatlands: animation of a network of «contacts», scientific and technical 
assistance to the local managers, meetings and exchanges
Awareness-raising and training of managers by customary channels.

www.pole-tourbieres.org



Financial partners

8.

La Commission Européenne
The European Commission provides financial support up to 50%, or 4,025,582 euros.
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/

L’agence de l’eau Rhône, Méditerranée et Corse
The Water Agency RM & C provides financial support to the tune of 36%, or 2,894,581 euros.
www.eaurmc.fr

Le Conseil régional de Franche-Comté
Franche-Comté Regional Council provides financial support to the tune of 4.5%, or 360,000 euros.
www.franche-comte.fr

Le Conseil départemental du Doubs
The General Council of the Doubs provides financial support to the tune of 1.3%, or 107,000 euros.
www2.doubs.fr

Le Conseil départemental du Jura
The General Council of the Jura provides financial support to the tune of 0.9%, or 73 000.
www.jura.fr



Contact
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Coordination du programme :
Conservatoire d’espaces naturels de Franche-Comté
Maison de l’environnement de Franche-Comté
7, rue Voirin - 25000 Besançon
Tél. 03 81 53 04 20 – Courriel : contact@cen-franche-comte.org
www.cen-franchecomte.org

Emilie Calvar,
Coordinatrice du programme Life tourbières du Jura
Tél. 03 81 53 97 77 – emilie.calvar@cen-franchecomte.org

Bénéficiaires associés :
Syndicat mixte des milieux aquatiques du Haut-Doubs
3 rue de la gare
25560 Frasne
Tél : 03 81 49 89 88 – Courriel : genevieve-magnon.cfd@wanadoo.fr
http://drugeon-cluse-malpas.n2000.fr/le-site/les-sites-du-smmahd

Parc naturel régional du Haut-Jura
Maison du Parc du Haut-Jura
39310 Lajoux
Tél. 03 84 34 12 30 – Courriel : parc@parc-haut-jura.fr
www.parc-haut-jura.fr

Association Les amis de la Réserve naturelle du lac de Remoray
Maison de la Réserve
28 rue de Mouthe
25160 Labergement-Sainte-Marie
Tél. 03 81 69 35 99 – Courriel : lac.remoray@espaces-naturels.fr
www.maisondelareserve.fr

Syndicat mixte d’aménagement du Dessoubre et de valorisation du bassin versant
Maison des Services
24 rue Montalembert
25120 Maîche
Tél. 03 81 64 17 06 – Courriel : ahagimont@smix-dessoubre.fr
www.ccpaysmaiche.fr/syndicat.php

DREAL Franche-Comté
TEMIS
17E rue Alain Savary
BP 1269
25005 Besançon cedex
Tél. 03 81 21 67 00 – dreal-franche-comte@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
www.franche-comte.developpement-durable.gouv.fr

 Stay informed through : www.life-tourbieres-jura.fr

Press contact : 
Elvina Bunod • Conservatoire d’espaces 
naturels de Franche-Comté • 03 81 53 91 44 
elvina.bunod@cen-franchecomte.org


